Lilo Bed 


EXCURSION ~ INIENZS: Salida lb 


Meeting . . 7th August — "Ferns" - Mr. E. Errey. 


Meeting 4th September - "Natural History Collection" — Mr. P. 
Mansfield. Venue’: Regional Library. 
Excursion . . 9th August - Sunday - Full Day : Ferns, Mt. Cole. 
Leader Mr. E. Errey. 
Excursion 6th September - Sunday — Full Day: Anglesea - Miss M. White. 


20th September — Sunday —- Half Day : Enfield - Mr. E. Bedggood. 


President: Dr. F. HARRAP . Phone 30 1651 
Vice-pres: Mrs. M. ROTHERAM Phone 31 4054 
Secretary: Miss H. BURGESS Phone 31 2210 
Treasurer: Mr. S. REYNOLDS Phone 327721 
Editor Mr. J. NETHERWAY Phone 32 7296 


Meetings, as specified, are held In the Admintstrat- 
ion Building of the School of Mines and Industries, 
Lydiard Street South, Ballarat, commencing 8 pm. 


EXCURSIONS, AS SPECIFIED, COMMENCE FROM 

CROCKERS, Cnr. STURT and ARMSTRONG STREETS, 

BALLARAT, AT 9.30 am FOR FULL DAY OUTINGS, 
OR AT 1.30pm FOR HALF DAY, 


For your diary : 


Note that the venue for our meeting "Natural History Collection" 
on September 4th is the Regional Library, Camp St. You are requested 
to come to the library a little before 8 p.m. 


Further information on the items listed below can be obtained from 
our secretary, Miss Burgess. 


The Society for Growing Australian Plants is holding a Native Plants 
and Environmental Display at St. Paul's Hall, Victoria St., on Sat. 
& Sun. Oct. 31st & Nov. ist. 

Our club intends taking part with a display covering all aspects 

of our activities. Members might like to consider items suitable 
for display. 


W.V.F.N.C.A. CAMPOUT AUGUST 1981 BAMBRA (HOSTS COLAC CLUB) 
Friday Evening -— 28th August. - Arrival and refreshnient. 


Saturday Morning : Inspection of the bushland and swamp around the 
Bambra camp site. 


Saturday Afternoon: 2.00 p.m. Departure for Angahook Forest Park. 


Saturday 6.30 p.m. W.V.F.N.C.A. Meeting 
8.00 p.m. Special 25th Anniversary Evening of the Colac 
Club. 
Guest Speaker : Mr. Bill Middleton who will 
speak about farm trees in Victoria. 


Sunday 9.00 a.m. : Full day excursion to the Grey River Rd. Reserve, 
the Great Ocean Rd. to Lorne, with a lunch stop 
at the Lorne Forest Park. Exploration of the 
many trails from the lunch site will take up the 
afternoon's activities. 


The V.F.N.C.A. has forwarded preliminary information re a Proposed 
Mini Campout at Alexandra on September 19th and 20th. 

Outings include Cathedral State Park, McKenzie Flora Reserve, and 
possibly the Yarck Flora Reserve. 


Trees in Victoria Photographic Competition, presented jointly by 
the Ministry for Conservation and the National Trust with the aim 


of creating, for the future, a wide-ranging pictorial record of 
Victoria's trees as they appear today. 


Categories will coincide with the requirements of the Register of 
Significant Trees of Victoria, and entries must be received by 
Monday October 19th, 1981. 


SUMMARY OF REPORTS AT OUR MEWTING ON JULY 3RD, 1981. 


Dr. F. Harrap 
- two boobook owls at the B.C.A.E. campus. 
— a koala seen drinking at a stream in the Waruumbungle 

Ranges. | 

the pair of brolgas which flew off when disturbed by our 

working-bee at Bittern Lagoon had returned. 

- At Mosquito Flat saw 21 bird species in 10 minutes, including 
white-browed wood swallows in colonies; watched a Gilbert's 
whistler for 20 minutes while it was feeding and being 
harried by fuscous honeyeaters. 


Mr. S. Lumb 
- 20 cattle egrets at Sebastopol. 
- a goshawk at Mt. Helen, which was as grey as a currawong,. 
-— a wedge-tailed eagle at Ben Nevis eating a dead lamb, 
hopefully not killed by the eagle. 


Mr. H. Hooper 
-—a pair of cattle egret at Brown Hill, and others at Miners 
Rest. 


Mr. G. Binns 
-— a brightly coloured restless flycatcher at B.C.A.E. campus. 


Miss H. Burgess 
— two wedge-tailed eagles' nests in the Creswick Forest. 


CONFERENCE ON ORNITHOLOGICAL RESEARCH 


The Victorian Ornithological Research Group was the host to a 
conference of seventy six people over the weekend of July 24th 

to 26th. The conference, entitled "Ideas for Local Ornithological 
Research in the Eighties" was held at Melbourne University's 

Janet Clarke Hall. 


The organisers aimed to encourage more research on ordinary local 

birds. They conceded that many people would willingly travel long 
-distances to see rare, beautiful or interesting species. However, 
they pointed out that common species such as the exotics are often 
overlooked, 


Some of the papers provided examples of such local studies. Michael 
Lenz of the Canberra Ornithological Group described a recently 
initiated survey. Up to fifty Canberrans are using data sheets to 
regularly record bird numbers in the vineinity of their own 
backyards. Mary Bateman of Cobram discussed her extensive banding 
program of Flame Robins in eleven local orchards. Other talks 
included one on historical ornithology by Rosemary Balmford, and 
another by Peter Dann and Kim Lowe on Monash University's 

’ blackbirds. . 


The other papers concentrated on useful techniques for local studies 
observing and recording bird behaviour (Sergio Pellis), planning a 
study and keeping track of the data (Graeme Ambrose), computing 
(Trevor Andrew), and the analysis of bird calls with the sonograph 
(Peter Harrison). The editor of the Victorian Naturalist, Robert 
Wallis concluded the conference with a talk on writing up results 
for publication. It is planned to publish the conference papers 

in VORG Notes. 


A fine display of Bird Books was mounted in the Baillieu Library on 
the first day of the conference. This was well received by the 
conferees, as was an excursion to the Great Flight Aviary at the 
Melbourne Zoo. , 


This aviary is a modified and extended version of®the old Wedge- 
tailed Eagle enclosure. It contains about eighty species of birds 
which can move between three habitats. Visitors take an elevated 
wooden walkway which starts among the treetops of a rainforest. 
Bowerbirds, doves, lorikects, honeyeaters and other appropriate 
species live in the dense. tangled foliage. Several doves breed in 
Staghorn Ferns near the path. An authentically recreated stream 
ripples through this habitat to the wetlands area, 
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Here the walkway descends to the level of a reedy swamp. Stilts, 
Ibis, egrets and other birds can be seen here at close quarters. 
The walkway then ascends to the canopy of the woodland habitat. 
Bird tables in this area attract a variety of honeyeaters. Above 
them, Musk Lorikeets inspect hollow branches. 


The aviary was used to demonstrate how carefully constructed data 
sheets could be used to record bird behaviour. Some conferees 
decided to try adapting the data sheets for their own studies. 


VORG are to be congratulated for organising such an informative and 
stimulating program. 


Graeme Ambrose. 


"Rune Ww 
———— 


was the subject of a talk on local fungi given by Florence Chuk 
at our meeting on 3/7/81. ; 


Fungi are valuable in helping to convert fallen leaves, branches, 
even trees into materials that flowering plants can use. 


Some fungi are edible, some are not. There is enough material in 
our local forests to send most of the population of Ballarat on a 
"trip", and several provide useful material for dyeing wool. 


Features used in identification include gills, spores, character 
of stem, and the way in which the stem is joined to the cap, and 
this was illustrated by use of slides. 


‘Florence had several excellent specimens which, despite the 


exceptionally wet conditions, she had collected from the forest 
near Invermay that afternoon. 


Unfortunately, continuing rain on Friday night, and all day Saturday 
caused the proposed excursion to Invermay on the Saturday afternoon 
to be abandoned. 


Mr. Keith Vanstan thanked Florence on behalf of members for her 
well-prepared and interesting talk. 
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BIRD NOTES 


(1) BIRDS IN THE GARDEN 
Do you keep a note of the birds that you see in the garden? 


I've now been at Mt. Helen for just on 5 years and it's very 
interesting to look back on the variety and number of species that 

I have seen. It's also of interest to see the effect that 
replanting and other changes have madeon bird numbers and species, | 
For example, over the years, eastern rosellas have become much less 
frequent visitors to the garden whereas numbers of crimson rosellas 
have been fairly steady. During the same period, I've put in some 
twenty different varieties of Grevillea and several Hakeas. As yet 
they are all fairly small plants, but they should soon be a draw- 
card for the honeyeaters etc. that visit the garden. 


I've recently extendedmy little ground level bird-bath and the 


‘grey currawongs are now enjoying a good splash. Rosellas go to drink 
and also sometimes have a bath. 


Sunday July 26th would be a good example of a typical winter's day 
with two important bird arrivals in the garden. During the morning 
I put out fat, bread and seed and had 9 species in to feed, 
including a male grey butcherbird for the first time in about four 
years. Whereas we've had one grey shrike-thrush around for some 
months, two have appeared recently and they obviously enjoy the fat. 


Early afternoon I noticed one or more female superb blue wrens dotting 
in and out of a very large Grevillea rosmarinifolia. This is only the 
second time I've seen wrens in the garden - the first was in the back 
garden where the other birds feed. 


At dusk as I was tidying up after burning some fallen branches and 
twigs a male golden whistler put in an appearance — next to no song, 
just a single drawn-out note. 


Birds for the day: sparrow, blackbird, striated thornbill, brown 
thornbill, crimson rosella, grey currawong, grey butcherbird, magpie, 
magpie lark, superb blue wren, eastern spinebill, raven, red wattle 


bird, grey shrike thrush, golden whistler (male), and galah (flew 
over). 


Since Sunday I've had to have five trees removed mainly because of 
overcrowding - willow, sycamore, oak, wattle and a nondescript exotic 
that had catkins for about two weeks in the year. It will be 
interesting to see what effect if any the loss will have on the 
variety of birds. As a replacement more hakeas and grevilleas 
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before the spring and hopefully more honeyeaters (my semi—resident 
white eared honeyeater didn't appear on Sunday but showed up again 
two days later ). 


F. Harrap. 


CRESWICK F.N.C. MEETING 


In the July Newsletter appeared a report on a visit to the Creswick 
F.N.C. meeting on 18.6.81. Part of the report was inadvertently 
omitted. The completed report follows: 


After completion of business re the Clunes Swamps, Mr. Don White 
spoke of some of the work being done at Serendip, the Research 
Centre of the Fisheries and Wildlife Department, in particular the 
breeding for future release of the only Australian representative of 
the world's 23 species of bustard i.e. Ardeotis Australis. 


This large, striking bird, sometimes called the Plains turkey was 
widespread during the last century, and was common in Victoria. Loss 
of habitat due to grazing by sheep and rabbits, predation by the 
introduced fox, and illegal shooting has brought about a drastic 
decline in the bustard's number and range. They are now found only 
on Cape York Peninsula, on the Barkly Tableland, in the Kimberleys, 
with sparse populations in the Nullabor and other arid unsettled 
areas (A report in the "Age" of the recent camel train expedition 
into the Simpson Desert includes the paragraph "The expedition 
botanist, Mr. Peter Copley of Adelaide, discovered more than 220 
species of plants and each day recorded up to 30 different species 
of bird. The most exciting discovery was that of a bustard or 
plains turkey egg, which are found rarely. - And Wally Coles has 
seen one or two in the Big Desert of north-west Victoria —- a 
sighting which, incidentally, met with some scepticism at first, 
but when later shown to be accurate was cause for much delight 
amongst naturalists.) 


Don showed slides depicting the male bustard's spectacular mating 
display. Its foreneck inflates and the long neck feathers fan out 
and sway from side to side. The wings droop to the ground, the tail 
spreads and rises over the back to meet the head, and with the head 
thrown back the male struts while uttering a loud but pleasant call. 


Don also showed slides depicting the journey up and to the east of 
Tennant Creek and back through the Nullabor to Eucla in search of 
additional female birds for breeding purposes. Because of the good 
season the birds had dispersed more widely than usual, and due to 
their secretive nature the females were more difficult to locate than 


the 


the displaying males. The latter provided some practice with the 
net and the special gun for launching it; all-in-all the trip was 
most successful - a dozen females, which will be a valuable addition 1 
to the breeding stock, were captured, and several eggs have been 
successfully incubated. 


The meeting was followed by an excellent supper, and we thank Mr. 
Barclay and the Creswick F.N.C. for their hospitality at a most 
enjoyable meeting. 


es 


J. Netherway. 


World Wildlife Fund Australia —- Project 4 - The Western Australian 
Subterranean Orchid. 

BELOW: The Underground Orchid ts an amazing 
Uncovering the Underground Orchid. flower that biooms underground rarely to be seen. 
One of the world's rarest and most 
endangered plant species is unique 
to Australia. It's the Rhizanthella 
Gardneri — the Western Australian 
underground orchid. 


This incredible flower never 
appears but grows and blooms 
underground. 


After only 5 previous discoveries 
early this century, 10 specimens 
were recovered from a south 
Western Australian farm in the 
middle of 1979. 


However, all potential locations 

of the orchid are in the Western 
Australian wheatbelt which has lost 
nearly all of its native vegetation. 
Dr. Wycherley, of the Kings Park and 
Botanic Garden, will conduct a study 
of the orchids' unique biology. 


This study will also survey the relic native vegetation of the 
wheatbelt. Wherever species of flora and their habitats are 


threatened recommendations for conservation and management sites 
will be made. 
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